
Morphological variation and phylogeography of Turtle Dove 

species and subspecies  

 
The following MSc by Research project is offered at the School of Life Sciences, University of Lincoln, in 

collaboration with the Natural History Museum at Tring. 

 

European Turtle Doves (Streptopelia turtur) are globally threatened and classified as Vulnerable on the 

IUCN Red List. The nomitate S. turtur turtur has declined by 98% in the UK since 1970 and by 78% across 

Europe since 1980. The ability to differentiate among the four putative subspecies of S. turtur will improve 

our understanding of the conservation, status, and management needs of the species. There are five other 

extant Turtle Dove species all with stable populations, but phylogenetic relationships between Turtle Dove 

species are unclear. 

 

The project will use the skins collection at Natural History Museum to address questions pertaining to 

phylogeography and/or morphological variation within and among the four European Turtle Dove 

subspecies, and six Turtle Dove species. The University of Lincoln has molecular labs that can be used to 

address genetic variation within species, or to reconstruct the phylogenetic history of the species complex. 

 

Objectives of this project will be developed depending on the specific interests of the student, but could 

include phylogenetic analysis of extant Turtle Dove species to infer patterns of evolution, examination of 

clinal/geographic morphological variation across subspecies of S. turtur, or other questions that can be 

developed using the skins collection at NHM Tring. 

 

Applications are encouraged from graduates with a BSc (Hons) in Ecology, Genetics, Zoology, Biology or a 

related discipline. We strongly encourage women, LGBT+, BME, and other minority group scholars to get 

in touch. Additional funds for research may be needed, depending on the specific project objectives. 

 

For full details of the MSc by Research programme, see https://www.lincoln.ac.uk/home/course/biolscms/  

 

For further details of the project, e-mail either Dr Jenny Dunn or Dr Alex Bond. To apply, please send a CV 

and cover letter to Dr Jenny Dunn by 31 August 2018; applicants will be short-listed and interviewed before 

submitting a formal application through the University with an initial start date of October 2018 or January 

2019. 
 

Dr Jenny Dunn, School of Life Sciences, University of Lincoln 

(JDunn@lincoln.ac.uk; http://staff.lincoln.ac.uk/jdunn; https://jennycdunn.wordpress.com)   

 

Dr Alex Bond, Department of Life Sciences, Natural History Museum 

(A.Bond@nhm.ac.uk; https://alexanderbond.org/)   
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